
Wish You Were Dead 
Todd Strasser 
                           

When a student announces on her blog that she 
hates Lucy Cunningham and wishes her dead, no 
one takes her seriously—until a few days later, 
when Lucy disappears.  When the blogger posts 
another name, a second student goes missing. 
And then a third. Madison needs to find her 
missing friends before it's too late—for them and 
for herself. 
 

Fic Strasser           Lexile 650                 236 pages 
 

World War Z                 
Max Brooks   
                               

A Chinese doctor encounters one of the earliest 
zombie cases at a time when the Chinese 
government is ruthlessly suppressing any 
information about the outbreak that will soon 
spread across the globe. The tale then follows the 
outbreak via testimony of smugglers, intelligence 
officials, military personnel and many others who 
struggle to defeat the zombie menace.      
                                                                                     

Fic Brooks             Lexile 1150               342 pages 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Reality Check                                      
Peter Abrahams 
 

Cody sustains a serious knee injury that leaves him 
on the bench during the most important recruiting 
year in his high school career. With no college 
scholarship in sight, he drops out of school. When 
his rich girlfriend is reported missing from her 
Vermont boarding school, he tries to find her and 
endangers himself in the process.  
 

Fic Abrahams          Lexile 690                330 pages 
     

                                          

Shiver                                  
Maggie Stiefvater 
 

In all the years she has watched the wolves in the 
woods behind her house, Grace has been 
particularly drawn to an unusual yellow-eyed wolf 
who, in his turn, has been watching her with 
increasing intensity.  
 

Fic Stiefvater            Lexile 740                392 pages 
 
 

 
Story of a Girl                
Sara Zarr    
                             

During the summer after her sophomore year, 
Deanna Lambert tries to come to terms with the 
reputation with which she was slapped in the eighth 
grade when she was caught by her father in the 
backseat of a car with a high school senior, and 
struggles with her still-strained relationship with her 
father and her changing feelings for her best friend, 
Jason.  
 

Fic Zarr                     Lexile 760              192 pages 
 

 
Tweak     
Nic Sheff  
                               

The author describes his childhood in California, 
his addiction to crystal meth and heroin at a young 
age, his relapse after eighteen months of sobriety, 
and his path to recovery.  
 

362.29 She               Lexile 770              337 pages 
 

 

                                                  
Why I Fight                                        
J. Adams Oaks 
 

Wyatt has been on the road with his cool uncle 
Spade, who lives by his wits and has a different 
“ladyfriend” in every new town they visit.  It’s 
Spade’s idea that Wyatt, should start bare-knuckle 
fighting for money, and the boy, heartbreakingly 
eager to please, complies, winning fight after fight . 
. . until the last one.    
 

Fic Oaks                    Lexile 770            228 pages 
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The Abraham Lincoln  
Illinois High School  

Book Award  
 
The Abraham Lincoln Award is awarded 
annually to the author of the book voted as 
most outstanding by participating students 
in grades nine through twelve in Illinois.  
 
The award is named for Abraham Lincoln, 
one of Illinois' most famous residents and 
himself an avid reader and noted author.  
 
The award is sponsored by the Illinois 
School Library Media Association (ISLMA).  



After                                         
Amy Efaw 
 

Devon Davenport is a straight-A student and 
prominent player on her school's soccer team, 
but when she is linked to an abandoned baby 
found in the trash she is accused of attempted 
murder. 
 

Fic Efaw             Lexile 770           330 pages 
 

 
 
Beastly                                    
Alex Flinn 
 

A modern retelling of "Beauty and the Beast" 
from the point of view of the Beast, a vain 
Manhattan private school student who is turned 
into a monster and must find true love before 
he can return to his human form.  
 

Fic Flinn                Lexile 580           304 pages 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Before I Die                  
Jenny Downham    
 

Tessa has just months to live. Fighting back 
against hospital visits and drugs with 
excruciating side-effects, Tessa compiles a list. 
It’s her To Do Before I Die list. Released from 
the constraints of ‘normal’ life, Tessa tastes 
new experiences to make her feel alive while 
her failing body struggles to keep up.  
 

Fic Downham         Lexile 580           326 pages 
 

Carter Finally Gets It  
Brent Crawford  
      
Will Carter is about to start high school and 
worries about finding his place, especially when 
it come to girls. Carter isn't exactly smooth, but 
he has a great group of friends and a wise 
sister who'll help him stumble through his 
freshman year, find his first love, face down the 
school bully, and learn who he really is.  
 

Fic Crawford           Lexile 760           300 pages     
 
                                                                              

Columbine                          
David Cullen 
                             

Provides an account of the shootings at 
Colorado's Columbine High School on April 20, 
1999, focusing on the teenage killers Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold, drawing from 
interviews, police files, psychological studies, 
and writings and tapes by the boys to look at 
the signs they left that disaster was looming.  
 

373.788 Cul             Lexile 1070        417 pages 
 

The Compound                                        
S. A. Bodeen 
 

Eli, the son of a billionaire techno-preneur, has 
spent the last six years with his family in the 
underground shelter his father has built, knowing 
that nuclear war has destroyed the world he 
knows. With nine years to go before the air 
outside will be safe to breathe, the food supply 
shows signs of running out, but Eli's father has a 
solution… 
 

Fic Bodeen           Lexile 570           248 pages 
 

Flash Burnout                                    
L. K. Madigan 
 

Blake has a girlfriend and a friend who’s a girl. 
One of them loves him; the other one needs him. 
When he snaps a picture of a street person for 
his photography project, Blake never dreamed 
the woman in the photo was his friend Marissa’s 
long-lost meth addicted mom. In a tangle of life 
and death, love and loyalty, Blake emerges with 
a more defined snapshot of himself. 
 

Fic Madigan          Lexile 570           332 pages 

 

Ghosts of War                 
Ryan Smithson  
     

Ryan Smithson recounts the experiences he had 
serving his first tour of duty as an Army engineer 
in Iraq when he was only nineteen.  
 

956.704 Smi         Lexile 750             321 pages 

            

 
 
 
Going Bovine   
Libba Bray       
                            

Cameron Smith, a disaffected sixteen-year-old 
diagnosed with mad cow disease, sets off on a 
road trip with a death-obsessed, video-gaming 
dwarf he meets in the hospital in an attempt to 
find a cure. 
 

Fic Bray                Lexile 1175            480 pages 

    
 
 
 

How to Build a House                       
Dana Reinhardt  
                            

Seventeen-year-old Harper Evans hopes to 
escape the effects of her father's divorce on her 
family and friendships by volunteering her 
summer to build a house in a small Tennessee 
town devastated by a tornado.  
 

Fic Reinhardt        Lexile 730               227 pages 

 

If I Stay                                       
Gayle Forman 
 

While in a coma following an automobile accident 
that killed her parents and younger brother, 
seventeen-year-old Mia, a gifted cellist, weighs 
whether to live with her grief or join her family in 
death. 
 

Fic Forman          Lexile 800                  201 pages 
 
 

          
 
 

The Looking Glass Wars                                   
Frank Beddor 
 

Alyss Heart, heir to the Wonderland throne, is 
forced to flee when her vicious aunt Redd 
murders her parents, the King and Queen of 
Hearts. She escapes through the Pool of Tears to 
Victorian London, but she finds she has no way 
home.  
 

Fic Beddor           Lexile 1010                358 pages 

 
 

 
Love is the Higher Law               
David Leviathan         
                          

The intertwining lives of three teens are altered 
and reshaped forever on September 11, 2001.  
As each gets to know the other, their moments 
become wound around each other’s in a way that 
leads to new understandings, new friendships, 
and new levels of awareness for the world around 
them and the people close by. 
 

Fic Leviathan          Lexile 920               167 pages                           
 

The Maze Runner     
James Dashner    
                              

Thomas wakes up in an elevator, remembering 
nothing but his own name. He emerges into a 
world of about 60 teen boys who have learned to 
survive in a completely enclosed environment, 
subsisting on their own agriculture and supplies 
from below.  
 

Fic Dashner            Lexile 770               375 pages 
 

 

                                                

Mexican WhiteBoy                        
Matt de la Pena     
                       

No matter where he lives, Danny is an outsider. 
At his school in San Diego County, "nobody paid 
him any attention because he was Mexican." It 
didn't matter that he was half white. But when he 
visits the Mexican side of his family, Danny feels 
"Albino.” He doesn't even speak Spanish. Rather 
than blending in, he disengages from both worlds. 
 

Fic Pena                 Lexile 680               249 pages 


