
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Between Shades of Grey 

Ruty Sepetys 
 

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are 
pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and 
sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a 
prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to honor 
her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story 
in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, 
includes a historical note.  

Boy 21 

Matthew Quick 
 

Finley, an unnaturally quiet boy who is the only white player 
on his high school's varsity basketball team, lives in a dismal 
Pennsylvania town that is ruled by the Irish mob, and when 
his coach asks him to mentor a troubled African American 
student who has transferred there from an elite private 
school in California, he finds that they have a lot in common 
in spite of their apparent differences.  

Aristotle & Dante Discover the 
Universe 

Benjamin Alire Saenz 
 

Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother 
in prison, but when he meets Dante and they become 
friends, Ari starts to ask questions about himself, his parents, 
and his family that he has never asked before.  

Butter 

Erin Jade Lange 

 

A lonely obese boy everyone calls "Butter" is about to 
make history. He is going to eat himself to death-live on 
the Internet-and everyone is invited to watch. When he 
makes the announcement online to his classmates, Butter 
expects pity, insults, and possibly sheer indifference. What 
he gets are morbid cheerleaders rallying around his 
deadly plan. Yet as their dark encouragement grows, it 
begins to feel a lot like popularity. And that feels good. But 
what happens when Butter reaches his suicide deadline? 
Can he live with the fallout if he doesn't go through with 
his plans?   

Cruel Beauty 

Rosamund Hodge 
 

Based on the classic fairy tale Beauty and the Beast, 
Cruel Beauty is a dazzling love story about our deepest 
desires and their power to change our destiny. Since birth, 
Nyx has been betrothed to the evil ruler of her kingdom-all 
because of a foolish bargain struck by her father. And 
since birth, she has been in training to kill him. Her plan? 
Seduce him  and break the curse he put on her people. 
But Ignifex is not at all what Nyx expected, and she must 
decide what is more important: the future of her kingdom, 
or the man she was never supposed to love.  

The Darkest Minds 

Alexandra Bracken 
 

Ruby woke up on her birthday, and something about her 
had changed. Something alarming enough to make her 
parents lock her in the garage and call the police. 
Something that gets her sent to Thurmond, a brutal 
government “rehabilitation camp.” She may have survived 
the mysterious disease that’s killed most of America’s 
children, but she and the others have emerged with 
something worse: frightening abilities they cannot control. 
 

I am the Weapon 

Allen Zadoff 
 

They needed the perfect assassin. Boy Nobody is the 
perennial new kid in school, the one few notice and nobody 
thinks much about. He shows up in a new high school in a 
new town under a new name, makes a few friends and 
doesn't stay long. Just long enough for someone to die -- of 
"natural causes." Mission accomplished, Boy Nobody 
disappears, moving on to the next target.  But when The 
Program gives him a new assignment, he wants out...enough 
to sabotage The Program's mission.  

I’ll Give you the Sun 

Jandy Nelson 
 

Jude and her twin brother, Noah are close. Isolated Noah 
draws constantly and is falling in love with the charismatic 
boy next door, while daredevil Jude cliff-dives and does 
the talking for both of them. But now Jude and Noah are 
barely speaking. Something has happened to wreck the 
twins in different and dramatic ways . . . until Jude meets 
someone else—an unpredictable new force in her life. 
What the twins don't realize is that they each have only 
half the story, and if they could just find their way back to 
one another, they’d have a chance to remake their world.  

Girl in Translation 

Jean Kwok 
 

Ah-Kim Chang and her mother immigrate to Brooklyn, 
where they work for Kim's Aunt Paula in a Chinatown 
clothing factory earning barely enough to keep them 
alive; however, Kim's perseverance and hard work 
earns her a place at an elite private school where she is 
befriended by Annette, who helps her adjust to 
American culture.  

Fangirl 

Rainbow Rowell 
 

Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the whole world is a 
Simon Snow fan...But for Cath and her twin sister Wren, 
being a fan is their life—Reading. Rereading. Hanging out 
in Simon Snow forums. Now that they’re going to college, 
Wren has told Cath she doesn’t want to be roommates. 
Cath is on her own. She’s got a surly roommate with an 
always-around boyfriend, a handsome classmate who only 
talks about words... And she can’t stop worrying about her 
dad, who’s fragile and has never really been alone.  

Positive: a Memoir 

Rachel Hartman 
 

Paige has been HIV positive since birth…but growing 
up, she never felt like her illness defined her. One day, 
while attempting to console a friend, Paige disclosed 
her HIV-positive status—and within hours the bullying 
began. She was called "PAIDS," first in whispers, then 
out in the open. Her soccer coach joked that she was 
an asset because opposing team members would be 
too afraid to touch her. One night, desperate for 
escape, Paige swallowed fifteen sleeping pills—one for 
each year of her life to date. That could have been the 
end of her story. Instead, it was only the beginning.   

Orphan Train 

Christina Baker Kline 
 

Vivian Daly has lived a quiet life on the coast of Maine. 
A young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, 
Vivian was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds 
of other children whose destinies would be determined 
by luck and chance. Molly discovers that she has the 
power to help Vivian find answers to mysteries that 
have haunted her for her entire life - answers that will 
ultimately free them both.  

One Shot at Forever 

Chris Ballard 
 

In 1971, a small-town high school baseball team from 
rural Illinois playing with hand-me-down uniforms defied 
convention and the odds. Led by an English teacher with 
no coaching experience, the Macon Ironmen emerged 
from a field of 370 teams to represent the smallest school 
in Illinois history to make the state final, a distinction that 
still stands. There the Ironmen would play a dramatic 
game against a Chicago powerhouse that would change 
their lives forever. 

The Impossible Knife of Memory 
Laurie Halse Anderson 
 

Hayley Kincaid and her father move back to their 
hometown to try a 'normal' life, but the horrors he saw 
in the war threaten to destroy their lives. 

If You Could Be Mine 

Sara Farizan 
 

Sahar has been in love with her best friend, Nasrin, 
since they were six. They’ve shared stolen kisses and 
romantic promises. But Iran is a dangerous place for 
two girls in love—they could be beaten, imprisoned, 
even executed if their relationship came to light. Then 
Sahar discovers what seems like the perfect solution. 
In Iran, homosexuality may be a crime, but to be a man 
trapped in a woman’s body is seen as nature’s 
mistake, and sex reassignment is legal and accessible. 
As a man, Sahar could be the one to marry Nasrin.  



We Were Liars 

E. Lockhart 
 

A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island. 
A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. 
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship 
turns destructive. A revolution. An accident. A secret. 
Lies upon lies. True love. The truth. Read it. And if 
anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE.  

This Song Will Save your Life 

Leila Sales 
 

Making friends has never been Elise Dembowski’s 
strong suit. All throughout her life, she’s been the butt of 
every joke and the outsider in every conversation. When 
a final attempt at popularity fails, Elise nearly gives up. 
Then she stumbles upon a warehouse party where she 
meets Vicky, a girl in a band who accepts her; Char, a 
cute, yet mysterious disc jockey; Pippa, a carefree spirit 
from England; and most importantly, a love for DJing.  

Steelheart 

Brandon Sanderson 
 

Ten years ago, a burst in the sky gave the Epics 
extraordinary powers, but Epics are no friend of man. 
With incredible gifts came the desire to rule, and to rule 
man you must crush his wills. A shadowy group of 
ordinary humans called Reckoners spend their lives 
finding the Epics’ weaknesses, and then assassinating 
them. David wants in. He wants Steelheart - the Epic 
who killed David's father. He's seen Steelheart bleed. 

Say What you Will 

Cammie McGovern 
 

Born with cerebral palsy, Amy can't walk without a 
walker, talk without a voice box, or even fully control her 
facial expressions. Plagued by obsessive-compulsive 
disorder, Matthew is consumed with repeated thoughts, 
neurotic rituals, and crippling fear. When Amy decides to 
hire student aides to help her in her senior year at Coral 
Hills High School, these two teens are thrust into each 
other's lives. As they begin to spend time with each 
other, what started as a blossoming friendship eventually 
grows into something neither expected.  

Rot & Ruin 
Jonathan Maberry 
 

In the zombie-infested, post-apocalyptic America where 
Benny Imura lives, every teenager must find a job by the 
time they turn fifteen or get their rations cut in half. Benny 
doesn't want to apprentice as a zombie hunter with his 
boring older brother Tom, but he has no choice. He 
expects a tedious job whacking zoms for cash, but what he 
gets is a vocation that will teach him what it means to be 
human.  

The Abraham Lincoln Illinois  
High School Book Award  

 
 

The Abraham Lincoln Award is awarded 
annually to the book voted as most 
outstanding by participating high school 
students in Illinois.  
 
To participate: 
 
1. Write your name and ID number below. 
2. Circle the titles of the books you have 

read.  
3. Turn it in to the library!  
 
You are eligible to vote once you have 
read four or more books from the list. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Name 
 
 
__________________________________ 
ID# 
 
 

Previous years' winners:  
 

 
 2015 Eleanor and Park 
 2014 The Fault in our Stars 
 2013 Thirteen Reasons Why 
 2012 The Maze Runner  
 2011 The Hunger Games  
 2010 City of Bones 
 2009 Crank 
 2008 Twilight  
 2007 Uglies 
 2006 My Sister's Keeper  
 2005 A Child Called It  


